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13.00  // 14.00 
ArrivAl ANd reGiSTrATioN of PArTiCiPANTS  

14.00  // 14.15 
NiColAS HAyoz ASCN ProGrAmme direCTor   

Opening of the Conference 

14.15  // 14.30 
H.e. KoNSTANTiN oboleNSKy SwiSS AmbASSAdor To ArmeNiA  

Introductory words 

14.30  // 15.30 
THomAS de wAAl CArNeGie eNdowmeNT for iNTerNATioNAl PeACe 

Prisoners of the Caucasus 

15.30  // 16.30 
CHriSToPH STefeS UNiverSiTy of ColorAdo deNver / SoCiAl SCieNCe  

reSeArCH CeNTer berliN (wzb) 

Critical Junctures, Institution Building and Regime Survival in Armenia and Georgia 

 16.30  // 17.00: Coffee break
 

17.00  // 18.30 
roUNdTAble  

THe CHAlleNGeS of THe SoCiAl SCieNCeS iN THe SoUTH CAUCASUS
 

MOderatOr: riCHArd GirAGoSyAN (regional Studies Center, Yerevan) 
SpeakerS: GHiA NodiA (Ilia State University, tbilisi); dAvid APrASidze (Ilia State 
University, tbilisi); AlexANder iSKANdAryAN (Caucasus Institute, Yerevan);  
AlexANder mArKArov (Yerevan State University); TimoTHy blAUvelT (ameri-
can Councils for International education)

 

18.30  // 18.45 
deNiS dAffloN ASCN ProGrAmme mANAGer 

CoNfereNCe obJeCTiveS

the conference aims to gather junior scholars and researchers from  
various disciplines of the social sciences (political science, sociology, an-
thropology, etc.) involved with the South Caucasus. More specifically, the 
conference will address the following points of interest.

•   It will provide opportunities for researchers vested in armenia and Georgia  
to engage, network, exchange and discuss their research projects, papers  
and findings;

•   It will provide a forum for discussion regarding the contradictions and 
ambivalences of the transformation process in the South Caucasus;

•   It will provide a forum for discussion regarding the challenges confronting  
social science researchers in the South Caucasus.

loCATioN 
Marriott Hotel, Yerevan, armenia 

follow-UP iNformATioN 
www.ascn.ch/en/events/annual-Conference-2012.html

day  1
fridAy 29 JUNe 2012



09.30  // 10.10

Panel Sessions 09.30  // 12.40
dAy 2 SATUrdAy30 JUNe 2012

10.10  // 10.50

11.20  // 12.00

12.00  // 12.40

12.40  // 14.00: lunch

10.50  // 11.20: Coffee break

1.1  AGHASi TAdevoSyAN 
ANd AliNA PoGHoSyAN  
NatIONal aCadeMY Of  
SCIeNCeS, arMeNIa  
armenia: Migration, everyday 
life and transition 

2.1   robyN ANGley 
Harvard UNIverSItY 
Civil Society in Competitive 
authoritarian States: NGOs and 
Georgia’s rose revolution 

3.1   liA TSUlAdze ANd  
mAmUKA ANdGUlAdze  
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY  
Social Media development 
tendencies in Georgia –  
power of the real virtual? 

1.2   ASTGHiK CHAloyAN  
YerevaN State UNIverSItY 
approach to Methodological 
basis of Studying Migrant Net-
works  
 
 
 

2.2    Abel PoleSe  
tallINN UNIverSItY 

revolutions and failed (Colour) 
revolutions in the former USSr: 
an assessment of the Impact of 
external factors on Civil Society 
in the Georgian and armenian 
Cases  

3.2    KobA TUrmANidze  
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY 

Opinion formation and dynam-
ics in Georgia: a look through 
the blogosphere and Social 
Networks  

1.3  ArTHUr ATANeSyAN ANd 
ArTHUr mKrTCHyAN 
departMeNt Of applIed SOCIOlOGY,  
YerevaN State UNIverSItY 

towards New armenian Social 
Networks  

2.3  NANA SUmbAdze  
INStItUte fOr pOlICY StUdIeS,  
tbIlISI 

Civic participation in a trans-
forming Society: Motivational 
forces, Social Capital and trust 

3.3  Nelli bAbAyAN 
freIe UNIverSItät berlIN 

Media in armenia: the Watch-
dog that rarely barks and Never 
bites 

PANel 1: 

miGrATioN, diASPorAS 
ANd SoCiAl iNClUSioN  
Gianni D’amato anD Silvia Serrano

 

PANel 2:

Civil SoCieTy, SoCiAl CAPi-
TAl ANd SoCiAl NeTworKS  
Jonathan Wheatley anD Ghia noDia

PANel 3:  

mediA, diSCoUrSeS  
ANd PUbliC SPACe  
nicolaS hayoz anD aleXanDer 
iSKanDaryan 

1.4  ANNeTT fleiSCHer 
eUrOpeaN UNIverSItY INStItUte 

the role of Social Networks for 
return Migration and reintegra-
tion 
 

2.4  KorNely KAKACHiA ANd 
TAmAr PATArAiA 
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY 

the role of Social Networking  
in Georgian party politics 
 

3.4  yevGeNyA PATUryAN 
aMerICaN UNIverSItY Of arMeNIa 

Not Quite Online Yet: Media 
Consumption patterns of the 
armenian public

4.1   bidziNA lebANidze  
freIe UNIverSItät berlIN 
Why is there no liberal democ-
racy in the post-Soviet World? 
external Influences and the 
failure of democratic Consolida-
tion in post-Soviet States 

5.1   TATiA mebAGiSHvili 
IlIa State UNIverSItY 

the role of the Orthodox 
Church in the formation of 
Georgian National Identity 

6.1   NAriNe KHACHATryAN 
ANd SoNA mANUSyAN 
YerevaN State UNIverSItY 

values, beliefs and Social be-
havior: dynamics and Specifics 
in Modern armenian Society

4.2    NozimA AKHrArKHod-
JAevA  
UNIverSItY Of breMeN 

Change and Stability in Hybrid 
regimes (with a focus on post-
Soviet eurasia) 

5.2    evA fUCHSloCHer   
HUMbOldt-UNIverSItY berlIN 

the Influence of the Georgian 
Orthodox Church on the Geor-
gian National Identity 

6.2    TiGrAN mAToSyAN ANd 
lUSiNe SAGHUmyAN  
“HazaraSHeN” arMeNIaN CeNtre 
fOr etHNOlOGICal StUdIeS 
the value of Grit in formal and 
Informal education of armenia

4.3  TAliNe PAPAziAN  
SCIeNCeS-pO parIS 

acts of birth of the post-Soviet 
South-Caucasus republics: a 
Comparison of founding texts in 
Georgia, armenia & azerbaijan 

5.3  iAGo KACHKACHiSHvili  
ANd GiorGi NizHArAdze 
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY 

labor Culture and religious 
discourse in different  
Communities of Georgia 

6.3  Alexi GUGUSHvili  
eUrOpeaN UNIverSItY INStItUte 

Why parents Matter? Social 
background and life Chances in 
transitional Societies

PANel 4: 

STATe Power, GoverN-
ANCe ANd demoCrACy  
roy alliSon anD DaviD apraSiDze

 

PANel 5: 

NATioNAl ideNTiTy,  
miNoriTieS, reliGioUS  
ANd CUlTUrAl CAPiTAl 
timothy Blauvelt anD aleXanDer 
aGaDJanian

 

PANel 6: 

vAlUe SySTemS,  
SoCiAl CHANGe ANd 
memory PoliTiCS 
FrançoiS rueGG anD GiGa zeDania

4.4  dAvid SiroKy 
arIzONa State UNIverSItY 

International dimensions of 
Secessionist Insurgency: Sub-
National evidence from Georgia 

5.4  mileNA oGANeSyAN 
UNIverSItY Of MONtaNa 
Imperfect peace? Intermarriage 
and ethnicity in the republic of 
Georgia

6.4  NiNo JAvAKHiSHvili ANd 
NiNo SKHirTlAdze 
IlIa State UNIverSItY  
adolescent Identity formation: 
Globalization versus localization



14.00  // 14.40

14.40  // 15.20

15.40  // 16.20

16.20  // 17.00

15.20  // 15.40: Coffee break

17.00  // 17.30: Coffee break

17.30  // 18.00: Concluding remarks

20.00: Conference dinner

1.5  JoSePH SAlUKvAdze  
ANd dAvid SiCHiNAvA 
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY  
Coping with Marginality and 
exclusion: Can Idp Communi-
ties Successfully Integrate into 
Mainstream Urban Societies in 
Georgia? 

2.5  mAriellA fAlKeNHAiN  
HertIe SCHOOl Of GOverNaNCe, 
berlIN 
the politics of Co-optation: Civil 
Society and the ‘Cooperative’ 
State in the South Caucasus 

3.5  AlexiANdr NoviKAU  
NOrtHerN arIzONa UNIverSItY 
a Comparative Study of  
public discourse on Corruption 
in armenia and belarus

  1.6  lelA reKHviASHvili 
CeNtral eUrOpeaN UNIverSItY 
Second transition in Georgia  
and the Survival of poor and 
Marginalized Groups: the Case 
of Idps  
 

2.6  AroN bUzoGANy  
GerMaN reSearCH INStItUte fOr 
pUblIC adMINIStratION SpeYer 

Society Organizations as agents 
of europeanization in the South-
ern Caucasus 

3.6  NiNo AbziANidze 
UNIverSItY Of zUrICH 

the Media-based Mechanism  
of Identity formation: Confron-
tational vs. Non-confrontational 
Identities 

 1.7  mileNA bAGHdASAryAN 
MartIN-lUtHer UNIverSItY 
entanglements of Citizenship 
and Nationhood in the process 
of Naturalization of refugees 
from azerbaijan in armenia 

2.7  AKbAr vAlAdbiGi 
YerevaN State UNIverSItY 

Studying the peculiarities of 
Social Capital among the Yezidi 
rural population of armenia and 
Northern Iraq 

3.7  ArSHAK bAlAyAN 
Harvard UNIverSItY / YerevaN State 
UNIverSItY 

power Shifts in Contemporary 
armenian Society 

PANel 1: PANel 2: PANel 3:  

1.8  HAyKANUSH  
CHobANyAN 
YerevaN State UNIverSItY 

the Socio-political Impact of 
labour Migration on armenia  

2.8  mAriNA mUSKHeliSHvili 
CeNtre fOr SOCIal StUdIeS 

the role of Social Capital in 
rural Community development 
in Georgia 

3.8  oleKSANdr SvyeTlov   
HeINrICH HeINe UNIverSItY 

the role of Opportunity Struc-
ture and Media in framing the 
rose revolution 

4.5  HAmAzASP dANielyAN 
ANd ArmeN GriGoryAN 
areG SCIeNtIfIC CUltUral YOUtH 
aSSOCIatION 
patterns of political elite forma-
tion in post-Soviet armenia 

5.5  NiNo AivAziSHvili  
MartIN-lUtHer-UNIverSItY 
Ingiloys and public Ceremonies 
in azerbaijan

6.5  mAiA meSTviriSH-
vili ANd KHATUNA 
mArTSKHvilSHvili  
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY 
dispositional and attitudinal  
predictors of National Identity

4.6  TeTiANA KoSTyUCHeNKo 
NatIONal UNIverSItY Of kYIv-MOHY-
la aCadeMY, UkraINe 

political elites in armenia, 
Georgia and Ukraine: the role of 
Social Capital for Continuity and 
Circulation 

5.6  ArUS HArUTyUNyAN  
WeSterN MICHIGaN UNIverSItY 

Imagining National Identity 
through territorial politics: War 
in Nagorny karabagh, elites  
and Citizens 

6.6  SHoTA KHiNCHA- 
GASHvili  
IlIa State UNIverSItY 

policing the past: Memory as 
Security in post-Socialist Georgia

4.7  HrANT KoSTANyAN  
GHeNt UNIverSItY  
Wide-ranging and Gradual Yet 
Unassertive: the Substance of 
eU democracy promotion in 
armenia & Georgia 

5.7  lelA CHAKHAiA ANd 
NATiA ANdGHUlAdze 
IlIa State UNIverSItY 
Identities, Cultural Capital and 
educational Choice of Georgian 
Youth – an ethnographic Study 

6.7  PeTer KAbACHNiK 
CItY UNIverSItY Of NeW YOrk 

the performative power of the 
Memorialized landscape: Con-
tested practices and Competing 
National Narratives of the Stalin 
Monument in Gori, Georgia

PANel 4: PANel 5: PANel 6: 

4.8  eleNe JiblAdze  
CeNtral eUrOpeaN UNIverSItY 

politics and policies of Higher 
education reform in Georgia

5.8  TAmAr KHoSHTAriA  
tbIlISI State UNIverSItY 
Social, Cultural and political  
values of Young people in 
Georgia

 6.8  ANA KirvAlidze  
IlIa State UNIverSItY 

the (re) Creation of Collective 
Memory and National Identity in 
post-Soviet Georgia

Panel Sessions 14.00  // 17.00



AboUT ASCN

aSCN is a programme aimed at promoting the social sciences and  
humanities in the South Caucasus (primarily Georgia and armenia). Its 
different activities foster the emergence of a new generation of talented 
scholars. promising junior researchers receive support through research 
projects, capacity-building trainings and scholarships. the programme 
emphasizes the advancement of individuals who, thanks to their aSCN 
experience, become better integrated in international academic net-
works. the aSCN programme is coordinated and operated by the Inter-
faculty Institute for Central and eastern europe (IICee) at the University 
of fribourg (Switzerland). It is initiated and supported by Gebert rüf  
Stiftung.

CoNTACT

denis dafflon
aSCN programme Manager
denis.dafflon@unifr.ch + 41 79 303 4344

Marina Saryan
aSCN local assistant
marina.saryan@ascn.ch + 374 91 43 1082

www.ascn.ch 


