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13.00  // 14.00	
Arrival and Registration of Participants  

14.00  // 14.15	
Nicolas Hayoz ASCN Programme Director   

Opening of the Conference 

14.15  // 14.30	
H.E. Konstantin Obolensky Swiss Ambassador to Armenia  

Introductory words 

14.30  // 15.30	
Thomas de Waal Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

Prisoners of the Caucasus 

15.30  // 16.30	
Christoph Stefes University of Colorado Denver / Social Science  

Research Center Berlin (WZB) 

Critical Junctures, Institution Building and Regime Survival in Armenia and Georgia 

 16.30  // 17.00: Coffee Break
 

17.00  // 18.30	
Roundtable  

The challenges of the social sciences in the South Caucasus
 

Moderator: Richard Giragosyan (Regional Studies Center, Yerevan) 
Speakers: Ghia Nodia (Ilia State University, Tbilisi); David Aprasidze (Ilia State 
University, Tbilisi); Alexander Iskandaryan (Caucasus Institute, Yerevan);  
Alexander Markarov (Yerevan State University); Timothy Blauvelt (Ameri-
can Councils for International Education)

 

18.30  // 18.45	
Denis Dafflon ASCN Programme Manager 

Conference Objectives

The conference aims to gather junior scholars and researchers from  
various disciplines of the social sciences (political science, sociology, an-
thropology, etc.) involved with the South Caucasus. More specifically, the 
conference will address the following points of interest.

•  �It will provide opportunities for researchers vested in Armenia and Georgia  
to engage, network, exchange and discuss their research projects, papers  
and findings;

•  �It will provide a forum for discussion regarding the contradictions and 
ambivalences of the transformation process in the South Caucasus;

•  �It will provide a forum for discussion regarding the challenges confronting  
social science researchers in the South Caucasus.

Location 
Marriott Hotel, Yerevan, Armenia 

Follow-up information 
www.ascn.ch/en/Events/Annual-Conference-2012.html

Day  1
Friday 29 June 2012



09.30  // 10.10

Panel Sessions 09.30  // 12.40
Day 2 Saturday30 June 2012

10.10  // 10.50

11.20  // 12.00

12.00  // 12.40

12.40  // 14.00: Lunch

10.50  // 11.20: Coffee Break

1.1 �Aghasi Tadevosyan 
AND ALINA POGHOSYAN  
National Academy of  
Sciences, Armenia  
Armenia: Migration, Everyday 
Life and Transition	

2.1 ��ROBYN ANGLEY 
Harvard University 
Civil Society in Competitive 
Authoritarian States: NGOs and 
Georgia’s Rose Revolution	

3.1  �Lia Tsuladze AND  
Mamuka Andguladze  
Tbilisi State University  
Social Media Development 
Tendencies in Georgia –  
Power of the Real Virtual?	

1.2 ��Astghik Chaloyan  
Yerevan State University 
Approach to Methodological 
Basis of Studying Migrant Net-
works	  
 
 
 

2.2  ��Abel Polese  
Tallinn University 

Revolutions and Failed (Colour) 
Revolutions in the Former USSR: 
an Assessment of the Impact of 
External Factors on Civil Society 
in the Georgian and Armenian 
Cases	  

3.2  ��Koba Turmanidze  
Tbilisi State University 

Opinion Formation and Dynam-
ics in Georgia: a Look through 
the Blogosphere and Social 
Networks	  

1.3 �ArtHur Atanesyan AND 
Arthur Mkrtchyan 
Department of Applied Sociology,  
Yerevan State University 

Towards New Armenian Social 
Networks	  

2.3 �Nana Sumbadze  
Institute for Policy Studies,  
Tbilisi 

Civic Participation in a Trans-
forming Society: Motivational 
Forces, Social Capital and Trust	

3.3 �Nelli Babayan 
Freie Universität Berlin 

Media in Armenia: the Watch-
dog that Rarely Barks and Never 
Bites	

Panel 1: 

Migration, Diasporas 
AND Social Inclusion  
Gianni D’Amato AND Silvia Serrano

	

Panel 2:

Civil Society, Social Capi-
tal AND Social Networks  
Jonathan Wheatley AND Ghia Nodia

Panel 3:  

Media, Discourses  
AND Public Space  
Nicolas Hayoz AND ALEXANDER 
ISKANDARYAN	

1.4 �Annett Fleischer 
European University Institute 

The Role of Social Networks for 
Return Migration and Reintegra-
tion 
 

2.4 �Kornely Kakachia AND 
Tamar Pataraia 
Tbilisi State University 

The Role of Social Networking  
in Georgian Party Politics 
 

3.4 �Yevgenya Paturyan 
American University of Armenia 

Not Quite Online Yet: Media 
Consumption Patterns of the 
Armenian Public

4.1  �Bidzina Lebanidze  
Freie Universität Berlin 
Why is There no Liberal Democ-
racy in the Post-Soviet World? 
External Influences and the 
Failure of Democratic Consolida-
tion in Post-Soviet States	

5.1  �Tatia Mebagishvili 
Ilia State University 

The Role of the Orthodox 
Church in the Formation of 
Georgian National Identity	

6.1  �Narine Khachatryan 
AND Sona Manusyan 
Yerevan State University 

Values, Beliefs and Social Be-
havior: Dynamics and Specifics 
in Modern Armenian Society

4.2  ��Nozima Akhrarkhod-
jaeva  
University of Bremen 

Change and Stability in Hybrid 
Regimes (with a Focus on Post-
Soviet Eurasia)	

5.2  ��Eva Fuchslocher   
Humboldt-University Berlin 

The Influence of the Georgian 
Orthodox Church on the Geor-
gian National Identity	

6.2  ��Tigran Matosyan And 
Lusine Saghumyan  
“Hazarashen” Armenian Centre 
for Ethnological Studies 
The Value of Grit in Formal and 
Informal Education of Armenia

4.3 �Taline Papazian  
Sciences-po Paris 

Acts of Birth of the Post-Soviet 
South-Caucasus Republics: a 
Comparison of Founding Texts in 
Georgia, Armenia & Azerbaijan 

5.3 �Iago Kachkachishvili  
AND Giorgi Nizharadze 
Tbilisi State University 

Labor Culture and Religious 
Discourse in Different  
Communities of Georgia	

6.3 �AlexI Gugushvili  
European University Institute 

Why Parents Matter? Social 
Background and Life Chances in 
Transitional Societies

Panel 4: 

State Power, Govern-
ance AND Democracy  
Roy Allison AND David Aprasidze

	

Panel 5: 

National Identity,  
Minorities, Religious  
AND Cultural Capital 
Timothy Blauvelt AND ALEXANDER 
Agadjanian

	

Panel 6: 

Value Systems,  
Social Change AND 
Memory Politics 
François Ruegg AND Giga Zedania

4.4 �David Siroky 
Arizona State University 

International Dimensions of 
Secessionist Insurgency: Sub-
National Evidence from Georgia	

5.4 �Milena Oganesyan 
University of Montana 
Imperfect Peace? Intermarriage 
and Ethnicity in the Republic of 
Georgia

6.4 �Nino Javakhishvili AND 
Nino Skhirtladze 
Ilia State University  
Adolescent Identity Formation: 
Globalization Versus Localization



14.00  // 14.40

14.40  // 15.20

15.40  // 16.20

16.20  // 17.00

15.20  // 15.40: Coffee Break

17.00  // 17.30: Coffee Break

17.30  // 18.00: Concluding Remarks

20.00: Conference Dinner

1.5 �Joseph Salukvadze  
AND David Sichinava 
TbilIsi State University  
Coping with Marginality and 
Exclusion: Can IDP Communi-
ties Successfully Integrate into 
Mainstream Urban Societies in 
Georgia?	

2.5 �Mariella Falkenhain  
Hertie School of Governance, 
BERLIN 
The Politics of Co-optation: Civil 
Society and the ‘Cooperative’ 
State in the South Caucasus	

3.5 �Alexiandr Novikau  
Northern Arizona University 
A Comparative Study of  
Public Discourse on Corruption 
in Armenia and Belarus

��1.6 �Lela Rekhviashvili 
Central European University 
Second Transition in Georgia  
and the Survival of Poor and 
Marginalized Groups: the Case 
of IDPs	 
 

2.6 �Aron Buzogany  
German Research Institute for 
Public Administration Speyer 

Society Organizations as Agents 
of Europeanization in the South-
ern Caucasus	

3.6 �Nino Abzianidze 
University of Zurich 

The Media-based Mechanism  
of Identity Formation: Confron-
tational vs. Non-confrontational 
Identities	

�1.7 �Milena Baghdasaryan 
Martin-Luther University 
Entanglements of Citizenship 
and Nationhood in the Process 
of Naturalization of Refugees 
from Azerbaijan in Armenia	

2.7 �Akbar Valadbigi 
Yerevan State University 

Studying the Peculiarities of 
Social Capital Among the Yezidi 
Rural Population of Armenia and 
Northern Iraq	

3.7 �Arshak Balayan 
Harvard University / Yerevan State 
University 

Power Shifts in Contemporary 
Armenian Society	

Panel 1: Panel 2: Panel 3:  

1.8 �Haykanush  
Chobanyan 
Yerevan State University 

The Socio-Political Impact of 
Labour Migration on Armenia 	

2.8 �Marina Muskhelishvili 
Centre for Social Studies 

The Role of Social Capital in 
Rural Community Development 
in Georgia	

3.8 �Oleksandr Svyetlov   
Heinrich Heine University 

The Role of Opportunity Struc-
ture and Media in Framing the 
Rose Revolution	

4.5 �Hamazasp Danielyan 
AND Armen Grigoryan 
Areg Scientific Cultural Youth 
Association 
Patterns of Political Elite Forma-
tion in Post-Soviet Armenia	

5.5 �Nino Aivazishvili  
Martin-Luther-University 
Ingiloys and Public Ceremonies 
in Azerbaijan

6.5 �Maia Mestvirish-
vili AND Khatuna 
Martskhvilshvili  
Tbilisi State University 
Dispositional and Attitudinal  
Predictors of National Identity

4.6 �Tetiana Kostyuchenko 
National University of Kyiv-Mohy-
la Academy, Ukraine 

Political Elites in Armenia, 
Georgia and Ukraine: the Role of 
Social Capital for Continuity and 
Circulation	

5.6 �Arus Harutyunyan  
Western Michigan University 

Imagining National Identity 
through Territorial Politics: War 
in Nagorny Karabagh, Elites  
and Citizens	

6.6 �Shota Khincha- 
gashvili  
Ilia State University 

Policing the Past: Memory as 
Security in Post-Socialist Georgia

4.7 �Hrant Kostanyan  
Ghent University  
Wide-Ranging and Gradual Yet 
Unassertive: The Substance of 
EU Democracy Promotion in 
Armenia & Georgia	

5.7 �Lela Chakhaia AND 
Natia Andghuladze 
Ilia State University 
Identities, Cultural Capital and 
Educational Choice of Georgian 
Youth – an Ethnographic Study	

6.7 �Peter Kabachnik 
City University of New York 

The Performative Power of the 
Memorialized Landscape: Con-
tested Practices and Competing 
National Narratives of the Stalin 
Monument in Gori, Georgia

Panel 4: Panel 5: Panel 6: 

4.8 �Elene Jibladze  
Central European University 

Politics and Policies of Higher 
Education Reform in Georgia

5.8 �Tamar Khoshtaria  
Tbilisi State University 
Social, Cultural and Political  
Values of Young People in 
Georgia

 6.8 �Ana Kirvalidze  
Ilia State University 

The (Re) Creation of Collective 
Memory and National Identity in 
Post-Soviet Georgia

Panel Sessions 14.00  // 17.00



About ASCN

ASCN is a programme aimed at promoting the social sciences and  
humanities in the South Caucasus (primarily Georgia and Armenia). Its 
different activities foster the emergence of a new generation of talented 
scholars. Promising junior researchers receive support through research 
projects, capacity-building trainings and scholarships. The programme 
emphasizes the advancement of individuals who, thanks to their ASCN 
experience, become better integrated in international academic net-
works. The ASCN programme is coordinated and operated by the Inter-
faculty Institute for Central and Eastern Europe (IICEE) at the University 
of Fribourg (Switzerland). It is initiated and supported by Gebert Rüf  
Stiftung.

Contact

Denis Dafflon
ASCN Programme Manager
denis.dafflon@unifr.ch + 41 79 303 4344

Marina Saryan
ASCN Local Assistant
marina.saryan@ascn.ch + 374 91 43 1082

www.ascn.ch 


